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“THE DNA OF ABYSSINIAN BAPTIST CHURCH” 

PART II: UPWARD 
 

“WHAT ARE WE MADE OF?” 
 

MATTHEW 22:37-40 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 

THE MISSION OF THE ABYSSINIAN BAPTIST CHURCH IS TO 
HELP PEOPLE KNOW GOD, TO GROW PEOPLE INTO FULLY 
DEVOTED DISCIPLES OF JESUS, AND TO EQUIP PEOPLE TO 
GO IMPACT THEIR WORLD FOR CHRIST. 
 

ICEBREAKER 
 

TWO ELDERLY WOMEN WERE OUT DRIVING IN A LARGE 
CARE AND BOTH COULD BARELY SEE OVER THE 
DASHBOARD. 
 
AS THEY WERE CRUISING ALONG THEY CAME TO AN 
INTERSECTION. 
 
THE STOPLIGHT WAS RED BUT THEY JUST WENT ON 
THROUGH. 
 
THE WOMAN IN THE PASSENGER SEAT THOUGH TO 
HERSELF, “I MUST BE LOSING IT, I COULD HAVE SWORN WE 
JUST WENT THROUGH A RED LIGHT.” 
 
AFTER A FEW MORE MINUTES THEY CAME TO ANOTHER 
INTERSECTION AND THE LIGHT WAS RED AGAIN AND 
AGAIN THEY WENT RIGHT THROUGH. 
 
THIS TIME THE WOMAN IN THE PASSENGER SEAT WAS 
ALMOST SURE THAT THE LIGHT HAD BEEN RED BUT WAS 
REALLY CONCERNED THAT SHE WAS LOSING IT. 
 
SHE WAS GETTING NERVOUS AND DECIDED TO PAY VERY 
CLOSE ATTENTION TO THE ROAD AND THE NEXT 
INTERSECTION TO SEE WHAT WAS GOING ON. 
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AT THE NEXT INTERSECTION, SURE ENOUGH, THE LIGHT 
WAS DEFINITELY RED AND THEY WENT RIGHT THROUGH 
AND SHE TURNED TO THE OTHER WOMAN AND SAID, 
“MILDRED! DID YOU KNOW WE JUST RAN THROUGH THREE 
RED LIGHTS IN A ROW! YOU COULD HAVE KILLED US!” 
 
MILDRED TURNED TO HERE AND SAID, “OH, AM I DRIVING?” 
 

TRANSITION 
 

BROTHERS AND SISTERS, THE WAY THINGS ARE GOING IN 
OUR WORLD AND COUNTRY WE WONDER WHO’S DRIVING 
OR IF ANYONE IS DRIVING AT ALL. 
 
WE LIVE IN A WORLD OF UNREST AND UNTRUTH. TURN ON 
THE TV AND LISTEN TO THE NEWS. READ IT IN THE PAPER. 
IT’S EVERYWHERE. 
 
LET ME ASK YOU: WHAT’S DRIVING YOUR LIFE? BETTER 
QUESTION: WHEN IT COMES TO YOUR LIFE, WHO IS IN THE 
DRIVER’S SEAT? 
 
YOU SEE, WHETHER WE REALIZE IT OR NOT, WE ALL 
YEARN FOR SOME KIND OF AUTHORITY TO GIVE US 
GUIDANCE. 
 
SOME OF US TURN TO OURSELVES FOR THAT FINAL 
AUTHORITY, ONLY TO FIND THAT WE REALLY DON’T 
KNOW AS MUCH AS WE THINK WE DO. 
 
SOME OF US TURN TO OUR RESPECTIVE POLITICAL 
PARTIES, ONLY TO FIND THAT IN THE END, THEY LET US 
DOWN. 
 
SOME OF US TURN TO BUMPER-STICKER PHILOSOPHIES 
LIKE, “LIFE IS ABOUT LEARNING TO DANCE IN THE RAIN,” 
OR “NO MATTER WHERE YOU GO, THERE YOU ARE.” 
 
CUTE, RIGHT? EASY TO REMEMBER. BUT THAT’S DOESN’T 
DO YOU MUCH GOOD WHEN WHERE YOU GO ISN’T WHERE 
YOU WANT TO BE. OR WHEN DANCING IN THE RAIN ONLY 
LEAVES YOU FEELING COLD IN WET. 
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BY THE WAY, I ACTUALLY LOOKED UP SOME BUMPER-
STICKER PHILOSOPHY AND I HAVE TO SAY THAT MY 
FAVORITE IS, “EAT WELL, STAY FIT…DIE ANYWAY.” FOR 
ALL THE HEALTH NUTS HERE TODAY. 
 
IT WAS ABOUT A.D. 50, SOME FORTY YEARS BEFORE JOHN 
WROTE HIS GOSPEL, PHILO, A JEW OF ALEXANDRIA, 
COINED A WORD THAT LUMPED ALL THE KNOWABLE 
THINGS OF GOD INTO A SINGLE PACKAGE. THAT WORD 
WAS LOGOS. 
 
IN THIS WORD “LOGOS” WAS COMPRESSED ALL THAT THE 
JEWS AND GREEKS KNEW OF THE REASONING AND 
MANIFESTATIONS OF GOD. 
 
IT WAS A USEFUL TERM AND PEOPLE SOON BEGAN TO 
REFER TO THE “LOGOS” RATHER THAN GO INTO DETAIL 
ABOUT THE WAY GOD WORKED IN HUMAN AFFAIRS. 
 
SO THE TERM “LOGOS” WAS THE COMMON WAY OF 
REFERRING TO GOD’S REVELATION OF HIMSELF. 
 
WHEN THOSE ASKED WHAT IS IT THAT GOD DOES AND HOW 
HE INTERACT WITH MANKIND – THEY WOULD SIMPLY 
EXPRESS THAT “GOD IS THE LOGOS.” 
 
THERE WAS AN UNDERSTANDING HERE AS TO HOW OUR 
GOD WORKED IN HUMANITY. 
 
 BY THE TIME JOHN WAS READY TO BEGIN THE WRITING 
OF HIS GOSPEL; THE TERM LOGOS WAS THE COMMON WAY 
OF REFERRING TO GOD’S REVELATION OF HIMSELF. 
 
OF COURSE IT AN ABSTRACT AN IMPERSONAL REFERENCE. 
NO ONE EVER THOUGH OF ASCRIBING IT TO AN 
INDIVIDUAL; THAT IS, NO ONE UNTIL JOHN WHEN HE WAS 
PRAYING ABOUT HOW TO BEGIN WRITING HIS PARTICULAR 
GOSPEL THAT IT MIGHT ENHANCE THE SYNOPTIC 
WRITERS. 
 
AND THEN THE HOLY SPIRIT COMMUNICATED TO JOHN 
SAYING WHY NOT USE THIS TERM THAT MOST ARE 
FAMILIAR WITH. 
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HOLY SPIRIT SAID JOHN YOU CAN USE THIS AS A POINT OF 
ORDER AND LET YOUR READERS KNOW THAT JESUS IS THE 
LOGOS IN WHICH THEY ARE SO FOUND OF REFERENCING. 
 
THERE ARE SOME THAT THINK THE ONLY FUNCTION OF 
THE HOLY SPIRIT IS TO CAUSE YOU TO JUMP, SHOUT, AND 
RUN AROUND THE CHURCH SUNDAY AFTER SUNDAY. 
 
THEREFORE, IF WE ARE NOT LOOKING ALL UGLY AND BAD 
EXTENSIONS FALLING OUT OF OUR HEAD – THROWING 
BLANKETS OVER SISTERS WHEN THEY FALL OUT – THEN 
THE HOLY SPIRIT IS NOT PRESENT. 
 
I WANT YOU KNOW THAT I LEARNED JUST AS JOHN 
LEARNED 2,000 YEARS AGO, THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL TALK 
TO US – LEAD AND GUIDE US INTO ALL TRUTH. 
 
THE HOLY SPIRIT IS NOT ALL ABOUT THE SHOUT, HE IS THE 
INTELLIGENT FACTOR WITHIN US THAT WILL NOT ONLY 
CAUSE US TO SHOUT WHEN EVERYONE IS IN CLOSE 
PROXIMITY TO RUN WHEN NO ONE IS CHASING YOU AND TO 
JUMP WHEN YOU ARE NOT FRIGHTENED – BUT WILL ALSO 
LEAD US TO LIVE A CHRIST-LIKE LIFE WHEN WE COME 
BACK DOWN – ONLY HAPPENS BY UNDERSTANDING THE 
WORD. 
 
SO, TODAY’S FOCUS IS TO HELP PEOPLE KNOW GOD. 
(MATTHEW 22:37-40 KJV) 
 

(37) JESUS SAID UNTO HIM, THOU SHALT LOVE THE 
LORD THEY GOD WITH ALL THEY HEART, AND WITH 
ALL THY SOUL, AND WITH ALL THY MIND. 

 
  (38) THIS IS THE FIRST AND GREAT COMMANDMENT. 
 

(39) AND THE SECOND IS LIKE UNTO IT, THOU SHALT 
LOVE THEY NEIGHBOR AS THYSELF. 

 
(40) ON THESE TWO COMMANDMENTS HAND ALL THE 
LAW AND THE PROPHETS. 
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THIS IS WHAT WE’RE GOING FOR. THAT LOST PEOPLE 
WOULD COME TO KNOW GOD AND LOVE HIM WILL THEIR 
HEART, SOUL, MIND, AND STRENGTH. 
 
I. LET US LOOK AT OUR FIRST TWO CORE VALUES. THE 

BIBLE IS OUR AUTHORITY FOR LIFE. (VS. 4) 
 

(ROM. 15:4 KJV) FOR WHATSOEVER THINGS WERE 
WRITTEN AFORETIME WERE WRITTEN FOR OUR 
LEARNING, THAT WE THROUGH PATIENCE AND 
COMFORT OF THE SCRIPTURES MIGHT HAVE HOPE. 

 
A. I THINK IT’S SAFE TO SAY THAT WE LIVE I A 

WORLD WHERE EVERYTHING INCLUDING 
TRUTH IS CONSIDERED RELATIVE. 

 
1. WHAT ONE PERSON BELIEVES TO BE TRUTH 

MAY NOT BE WHAT ANOTHER SEES AS 
TRUTH, AND WE ARE TAUGHT TO BELIEVE 
THAT THIS IS ACCEPTABLE. 

 
2. WE LIVE IN A TIME WHEN SUBJECTIVE 

THOUGHT REIGNS SUPREME. 
 
3. WITH THIS ATTITUDE PERMEATING EVERY 

ASPECT OF LIFE IT’S NOT SURPRISING THAT 
EVEN THE BIBLE HAS COME UP FOR DEBATE, 
EVEN BY THOSE WHO CALL THEMSELVES 
CHRISTIANS OPENLY QUESTION ITS 
CONTENT AND AUTHORITY. 

 
4. WITH THIS BEING SAID I BELIEVE THE FIRST 

THING THAT WE NEED TO SEE IS THAT 
SCRIPTURE IS … 

 
5. I LIKE ONE OF THE OLD SONGS WE SING 

SOMETIMES THAT’S IN YOUR HYMNALS THAT 
SAYS, 

 
a. “THE BIBLE IS OUR RULE OF FAITH AND 

CHRIST ALONE IS LORD. ALL WE ARE 
EQUAL IN HIS SIGHT WHEN WE OBEY 
HIS WORD.” 
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ILLUSTRATION 

 
AN UNKNOWN WRITER SAID, “THIS BOOK IS THE MIND OF 
GOD, THE STATE OF MAN, THE WAY OF SALVATION, THE 
DOOM OF SINNERS, AND THE HAPPINESS OF BELIEVERS. 
 
ITS DOCTRINES ARE HOLY, ITS PRECEPTS ARE BINDING; ITS 
HISTORIES ARE TRUE, AND ITS DECISIONS ARE 
IMMUTABLE. 
 
READ IT TO BE WISE, BELIEVE IT TO BE SAFE, PRACTICE IT 
TO BE HOLY. 
 
IT CONTAINS LIGHT TO DIRECT YOU, FOOD TO SUPPORT 
YOU, AND COMFORT TO CHEER YOU. 
 
IT IS THE TRAVELER’S MAP, THE PILGRIM’S STAFF, THE 
PILOT’S COMPASS, THE SOLDIER’S SWORD, AND THE 
CHRISTIAN’S CHARACTER. 
 
HERE PARADISE IS RESTORED, HEAVEN OPENED, AND THE 
GATES OF HELL DISCLOSED. 
 
CHRIST IS IT GRAND SUBJECT, OUR GOOD ITS DESIGN, AND 
THE GLORY OF GOD ITS END. 
 
IT SHOULD FILL THE MEMORY, RULE THE HEART, AND 
GUIDE THE FEET. 
 
READ IT SLOWLY, FREQUENTLY, PRAYERFULLY. 
 
IT IS A MINE OF WEALTH, A PARADISE OF GLORY, AND A 
RIVE OF PLEASURE. 
 
FOLLOW ITS PRECEPTS AND IT WILL LEAD YOU TO 
CALVARY, TO THE EMPTY TOMB, TO RESURRECTED LIFE IN 
CHRIST; YES, TO GLORY ITSELF, FOR ETERNITY. 
 
  b. PAUL SAID IN ROMANS 15-4: 
 

1. IF YOU’RE NOT ALLOWING GOD’S WORD 
TO BE THE AUTHORITY FOR YOUR LIFE, 
YOU CAN’T EXPERIENCE THE 
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ENCOURAGEMENT PAUL IS TALKING 
ABOUT AND YOU WILL NEVER FIND 
HOPE FOR YOUR LIFE. 

 
2. IT’S THAT SIMPLE. REALLY. WHEN WE 

TURN TO OTHER SOURCES FOR TRUTH 
AND FOR AUTHORITY IN OUR LIFE, WE 
STRAY AWAY FROM THE TRUTH THAT 
GOD WANTS TO REVEAL TO US 
THROUGH HIS WORD AND WE END UP 
FRUSTRATED, TIRED, DISCOURAGED, 
AND DISILLUSIONED. 

 
3. AND WE GET TO THAT POINT AND WE 

WONDER, “HOW DID I GET HERE? WHAT 
HAPPENED TO GET ME THIS TERRIBLE 
PLACE IN MY LIFE?” 

 
4. YOU GOT THERE BY NOT LETTING THE 

BIBLE BE YOUR AUTHORITY FOR 
LIVING. 

 
5. WHAT HAPPENED WAS THAT YOU TOOK 

OUR ORDERS FROM SOMEONE OTHER 
THAN GOD’S SPIRIT. 

 
6. AND THIS VICIOUS CYCLE WILL KEEP 

REPEATING ITSELF IN YOUR LIFE AS 
LONG AS YOU KEEP DISREGARDING 
GOD’S WORD. 

 
7. THIS APPLIES TO ALL AREAS OF OUR 

LIVES. 
 

8. YOU KNOW, GOD REALLY DOES KNOW 
WHAT’S BEST FOR US. 

 
9. IF YOU’VE BEEN ZONED OUT FOR A 

SECOND, LISTEN UP AND HEAR THIS: 
GOD’S REALLY DOES KNOW WHAT’S 
BEST FOR YOU. 

 
10. AND HE WANTS WHAT’S BEST FOR YOU! 
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11. AND HE REVEALS WHAT HE WANTS FOR 
YOUR LIFE IN HIS WORD. 

 
II. GOD SPEAKS THROUGH HIS WORD, PRAYER, AND 

WORSHIP. 
 

ILLUSTRATION 
 
BUT HOW DOES GOD SPEAK TO US? SOME PEOPLE 
LITERALLY SPEND THEIR WHOLE LIVES WAITING ON AN 
AUDIBLE VOICE. 
 
DO YOU EVER WISH GOD WOULD JUST SPEAK TO YOU IN AN 
AUDIBLE VOICE? 
 
I KNOW I DO, SOMETIMES. BUT CAN YOU IMAGINE IF GOD 
REALLY DID THAT? 
 
CAN YOU IMAGINE HOW FREAKED OUT WE SHOULD BE? 
 
LIKE, YOU’RE DRIVING ON THE INTERSTATE GOING 75 
MILES PER HOUR AND ALL OF THE SUDDEN THERE’S THIS 
BIG BOOMING VOICE OUT OF NOWHERE SAYS, “BEHOLD.” 
YOU’D CAUSE A 10 CAR PILE-UP.  
 

A. GOD SPEAKS THROUGH HIS WORD, PRAYER, AND 
WORSHIP. 

 
B. AND GENERALLY SPEAKING, THAT’S THE 

CORRECT ORDER TO THINK OF THEM IT. FIRST OF 
ALL, GOOD SPEAKS THROUGH HIS WORD. 

 
1. IF IT’S IN THERE, YOU DON’T NEED TO PRAY 

ABOUT WHETHER YOU SHOULD OR YOU 
SHOULDN’T. JUST DO IT. OBEY GOD’S WORD. 

 
2. IF IT’S A LITTLE MORE OF A GRAY AREA (AND 

LET’S BE HONEST, THERE ARE GRAY AREA) 
THEN YOU SHOULD SPEND SOME SERIOUS 
TIME IN PRAYER ABOUT IT. 
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3. SEEK GOD’S DIRECTION. HE’LL GUIDE YOUR 

HEART EXACTLY TO WHERE HE WANTS IT TO 
BE. 

 
4. HE’LL TAKE YOU EXACTLY WHERE HE 

WANTS YOU TOGO. 
 

C. AND THEN, GOD SPEAKS THROUGH WORSHIP. 
 

1. THAT’S THOSE TIMES WHERE YOU’RE 
SINGING IN CHURCH OR HEARING A SERMON 
AND GOD’S SPIRIT JUST IMPRESSES 
SOMETHING SO HEAVILY ON YOUR HEART 
THAT YOU CAN’T GET AWAY FROM IT. 

 
2. YOU KNOW THOSE TIMES, DON’T YOU? 
 
3. LISTEN, DON’T PLAY THOSE MOMENTS 

DOWN. THEY ARE POWERFUL INSTANCES 
WHEN GOD IS MOVING US EMOTIONALLY SO 
THAT CAN RESPOND MENTALLY AND 
PHYSICALLY. 

 
4. IN OTHER WORDS, GOD USES WORSHIP TO 

STIR OUR HEARTS SO THAT WE CAN IN TURN 
SERVE HIM WITH OUR HANDS. 

 
III. SO THOSE ARE THE 3 WAYS GOD GENERALLY SPEAKS 

TO US. HE CAN SPEAK IN WHATEVER WAY HE WANTS 
TO, BUT HIS WORD, PRAYER, AND WORSHIP ARE THE 3 
WAYS HE SPEAKS TO US MOST OFTEN. 

 
A. NOW, I DON’T KNOW IF YOU SEE THIS OR NOT, 

BUT NOTICE THOSE 3 THINGS: HIS WORD, PRAYER, 
AND WORSHIP. 

 
1. TO ME, WHEN I THINK ABOUT THOSE THINGS, 

THEY SEEM TO BE PRETTY CONNECTED TO 
EACH OTHER, DON’T THEY? 

 
2. THEY SEEM TO ME LIKE THEY’RE 

INTERWOVEN. 
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B. I MEAN, THINK ABOUT IT. 
 

1. IF I’M NOT IN GOD’S WORD, IF I’M NOT 
MAKING READING AND STUDYING HIS WORD 
PART OF MY DAILY LIFE, THEN THE LAST 
THING I’M GOING TO WANT TO DO IS SPEND 
TIME WITH GOD IN PRAYER. RIGHT? 

 
2. AND THEN YOU KNOW WHAT? IF I/M NOT 

SPENDING TIME WITH GOD IN PRAYER, THE 
LAST THING I’M GOING TO FEEL LIKE DOING 
IS WORSHIPPING. RIGHT? 

 
C. SOME OF YOU IN HERE HAVE BEEN PIDDLING 

ALONG AT A LEVEL OF SPIRITUAL MEDIOCRITY 
FOR YEARS AND YOU FEEL LIKE THERE’S 
JUST…SOMETHING…MISSING FROM YOUR 
EXPERIENCE AS A CHRISTIAN. 

 
1. YOU KNOW WHAT I’M TALKING ABOUT IF 

YOU’RE GOING THROUGH IT.  
 
2. YOU’RE STRUGGLING WITH YOUR FAITH AND 

YOU FEEL LIKE YOU HAVEN’T HEARD THE 
VOICE OF GOD IN FOREVER. 

 
3. HAVE YOU STOPPED TO CONSIDER THE 

REASON YOU SEEM TO BE STUCK? 
 
4. IT’S BEEN SAID THAT IF YOU KEEP DOING 

WHAT YOU’RE DOING, YOU’RE GOT TO GET 
WHAT YOU’VE ALWAYS GOTTEN. AND TO 
EXPECT ANY DIFFERENT IS INSANITY. 

 
5. SO BE HONEST WITH YOURSELF AND WITH 

GOD. IF YOU’RE HAVING TROUBLE HEARING 
HIS VOICE IN YOUR LIFE, COULD IT BE THAT 
THE PROBLEM IS ON YOUR END? 

 
6. BE BRUTALLY HONEST WITH YOURSELF. ARE 

YOU SPENDING TIME IN GOD’S WORD DAILY? 
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7. DO YOU HAVE A VIBRANT PRAYER LIFE OR 

ARE MOST OF YOUR PRAYERS OF THE. “NOW 
I LAY ME DOWN TO SLEEP…” VARIETY? 

 
8. WHEN YOU COME IN HERE ON SUNDAY 

MORNINGS, HAVE YOU REALLY COME TO 
WORSHIP OR JUST TO BE ENTERTAINED? 

 
D. YOU SEE, GOD’S PROBABLY NOT GOING TO SPEAK 

IF YOU’RE NOT LISTENING. AND WE LISTEN BEST 
THROUGH HIS WORD, PRAYER, AND WORSHIP. 

 
CONCLUSION 

 
GOD SPEAKS THROUGH THESE 3 METHODS ON BOTH 
INDIVIDUAL AND CORPORATE LEVELS. SO LET’S LOOK AT 
THOSE THIS MORNING BEFORE WE CLOSE. 
 
A. GOD SPEAKS THROUGH HIS WORD. 

 
1. INDIVIDUALLY (II TIM. 2:15); STUDY TO SHOW 

THYSELF APPROVED UNTO GOD, A WORKMAN 
THAT NEEDETH NOT TO BE ASHAMED, RIGHTLY 
DIVIDING THE WORD OF TRUTH. 

 
a. “DO YOUR BEST TO PRESENT YOURSELF TO 

GOD AS ONE APPROVED, A WORKMAN WHO 
DOES NOT NEED TO BE ASHAMED AND WHO 
CORRECTLY HANDLES THE WORD OF 
TRUTH.” 

 
2. CORPORATELY II TIM. 3:16; ALL SCRIPTURE IS 

GIVEN BY INSPIRATION OF GOD, AND IS 
PROFITABLE FOR DOCTRINE, FOR REPROOF, FOR 
CORRECTION, FOR INSTRUCTION IN 
RIGHTEOUSNESS: 

 
a. “ALL SCRIPTURE IS GOD-BREATHED AND IS 

USEFUL FOR TEACHING, REBUKING, 
CORRECTING AND TRAINING IN 
RIGHTEOUSNESS” 

 
B. GOD SPEAKS THROUGH PRAYERS. 
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1. INDIVIDUALLY I JOHN 5:14-15; [14] AND THIS IS THE 

CONFIDENCE THAT WE HAVE IN HIM THAT, IF WE 
ASK ANY THING ACCORDING TO HIS WILL, HE 
HEARETH US: 

 
[15] AND IF WE KNOW THAT HE HEAR US, 
WHATSOEVER WE ASK, WE KNOW THAT WE HAVE 
THE PETITIONS THAT WE DESIRED OF HIM. 

 
a. “THIS IS THE CONFIDENCE WE HAVE IN 

APPROACHING GOD: THAT IF WE ASK 
ACCORDING TO HIS WILL, HE HEARS US. AND 
IF WE KNOW THAT HE HEARS US – 
WHATEVER WE ASK – WE KNOW THAT WE 
HAVE WHAT WE ASKED HIM FOR.” 

 
2. CORPORATELY ACTS 1:14, ACTS 12:1-17, JAMES 5:16 
 

ACTS 1:14; THESE ALL CONTINUED WITH ONE 
ACCORD IN PRAYER AND SUPPLICATION, WITH 
THE WOMEN, AND MARY THE MOTHER OF JESUS, 
AND WITH HIS BRETHREN. 
 
a. “THEY ALL JOINED TOGETHER CONSTANTLY 

IN PRAYER, ALONG WITH THE WOMEN AND 
MARY THE MOTHER OF JESUS, AND WITH HIS 
BROTHERS.” 

  
JAMES 5:16; CONFESS YOUR FAULTS ONE TO 
ANOTHER, AND PRAY ONE FOR ANOTHER, THAT 
YE MAY BE HEALED. THE EFFECTUAL FERVENT 
PRAYER OF A RIGHTEOUS MAN AVAILETH MUCH. 

 
b. “THEREFORE CONFESS YOU SINS TO EACH 

OTHER AND PRAY FOR EACH OTHER SO THAT 
YOU MAY BE HEALED. THE PRAYER OF A 
RIGHTEOUS MAN IS POWERFUL AND 
EFFECTIVE.” 

 
C. GOD SPEAKS THROUGH WORSHIP. DAVID WAS A MAN 

IN THE BIBLE WHO REALLY UNDERSTOOD WHAT IT 
MEANT TO WORSHIP GOD AND HEAR FROM HIM IN 
WORSHIP. 
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1. INDIVIDUALLY PSALM 103:1-5; [1] BLESS THE 

LORD, O MY SOUL: AND ALL THAT IS WITHIN ME, 
BLESS HIS HOLY NAME. 

 
[2] BLESS THE LORD, O MY SOUL, AND FORGET 
NOT ALL HIS BENEFITS: 

 
[3] WHO FORGIVETH ALL THINE INIQUITIES; WHO 
HEALETH ALL THY DISEASES; 

 
[4] WHO REDEEMETH THY LIFE FROM 
DESTRUCTION; WHO CROWNETH THEE WITH 
LOVING-KINDNESS AND TENDER MERCIES; 

 
[5] WHO SATISFIETH THY MOUTH WITH GOOD 
THINGS; SO THAT THEY YOUTH IS RENEWED LIKE 
THE EAGLE’S. 

 
a. [1] PRAISE THE LORD, O MY SOUL; ALL MY 

INMOST BEING, PRAISE HIS HOLY NAME. 
 

b. [2] PRAISE THE LORD, O MY SOUL, AND 
FORGET NOT ALL HIS BENEFITS -  

 
c. [3] WHO FORGIVES ALL YOUR SINS AND 

HEALS ALL YOUR DISEASES, 
 

d. [4] WHO REDEEMS YOUR LIFE FROM THE PIT 
AND CROWNS YOU WITH LOVE AND 
COMPASSION, 

 
e. [5] WHO SATISFIES YOUR DESIRES WITH 

GOOD THINGS SO THAT YOUR YOUTH IS 
RENEWED LIKE THE EAGLE’S. 

 
2. CORPORATELY PSALM 100:1-3; CHRON. 7:1-3 
 

PSALM 100:1-3; [1] MAKE A JOYFUL NOISE UNTO 
THE LORD, ALL YE LANDS. 
 
[2] SERVE THE LORD WITH GLADNESS; COME 
BEFORE HIS PRESENCE WITH SINGING. 
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[3] KNOW YE THAT THE LORD HE IS GOD; IT IS HE 
THAT HATH MADE US, AND NOT WE OURSELVES; 
WE ARE HIS PEOPLE, AND THE SHEEP OF HIS 
PASTURE. 
 
a. SHOUT FOR JOY TO THE LORD, ALL THE 

EARTH. 
 
b. WORSHIP THE LORD WITH GLADNESS; COME 

BEFORE HIM WITH JOYFUL SONGS. 
 
c. KNOW THAT THE LORD IS GOD. IT IS HE WHO 

MADE US, AND WE ARE HIS; WE ARE HIS 
PEOPLE, THE SHEEP OF HIS PASTURE. 

  
II CHRON. 7:1-3; [1] NOW WHEN SOLOMON HAD 
MADE AN END OF PRAYING, THE FIRE CAME 
DOWN FROM HEAVEN, AND CONSUMED THE 
BURNT OFFERING AND THE SACRIFICES; AND THE 
GLORY OF THE LORD FILLED THE HOUSE. 

 
[2] AND THE PRIESTS COULD NOT ENTER INTO THE 
HOUSE OF THE LORD, BECAUSE THE GLORY OF 
THE LORD HAD FILLED THE LORD’S HOUSE. 

 
[3] AND WHEN ALL THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL SAW 
HOW THE FIRE CAME DOWN, AND THE GLORY OF 
THE LORD UPON THE HOUSE, THEY BOWED 
THEMSELVES WITH THEIR FACES TO THE 
GROUND UPON THE PAVEMENT, AND 
WORSHIPPED, AND PRAISED THE LORD, SAYING, 
FOR HE IS GOD; FOR HIS MERCY ENDURETH FOR 
EVER.  
 
d. WHEN SOLOMON FINISHED PRAYING, FIRE 

CAME DOWN FROM HEAVEN AND CONSUMED 
THE BURNT OFFERING AND THE SACRIFICES, 
AND THE GLORY OF THE LORD FILLED THE 
TEMPLE. 
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e. THE PRIESTS COULD NOT ENTER THE 

TEMPLE OF THE LORD BECAUSE THE GLORY 
OF THE LORD FILLED IT. 

 
f. WHEN ALL THE ISRAELITES SAW THE FIRE 

COMING DOWN AND THE GLORY OF THE 
LORD ABOVE THE TEMPLE, THEY KNELT ON 
THE PAVEMENT WITH THEIR FACES TO THE 
GROUND, AND THEY WORSHIPPED AND GAVE 
THANKS TO THE LORD, SAYING, “HE IS GOOD; 
HIS LOVE ENDURES FOREVER.” 

 
ULTRA CONCLUSION 

 
A. I NEED THE LOGOS – THE WORD TODAY 
 

1. I CAN SLACK ON THE CHOIR BUT GIVE ME SOME 
WORD, 

 
2. DEACONS DON’T HAVE TO PRAY ANGELICALLY 

BUT GIVE ME SOME WORD, 
 
3. PRAISE TEAM DOES NOT HAVE TO HARMONIZE 

BUT GIVE ME SOME WORD, 
 

4. WHEN I MISBEHAVE THE WORD WILL FIX ME, 
 

5. WHEN I FALL OUT IT IS ONLY THE WORD THAT 
CAN FIX ME, 

 
6. WHEN I MISSTEP THE WORD WILL BRING ME 

BACK INTO FELLOWSHIP – GIVE ME SOME WORD. 


